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  Attendance Crisis at Bayfront? 
 
 

A recent report issued by Kamala Harris, California’s State Attorney General, 
focuses on state-wide school attendance from elementary school through high 
school.  The report states what we all know:  that chronic absenteeism places 
students at higher risk of falling behind academically, dropping out of school, 
and later involvement in the criminal justice system. 
 

“The issue of chronic absenteeism is a big one, not only because it is a 
matter of unachieved potential, in terms of who students can be. It’s 
also a matter of whether taxpayers are getting a return on our 
investment, it is a matter of public safety, and it is a matter of 
workforce development. But it is also a matter of whether we are 
actually, as a system, being efficient and effective.” —Kamela Harris 

 
Troubling trends in student attendance at Bayfront:  
 
• 40 students currently have 6 or more absences (which amounts to 10%  
  of our instructional days- the definition of “chronic absence”)                           
• Our absentee rate could cost Bayfront nearly $120,000 in lost revenue. 
• We are averaging over 750 tardies a month… for first period alone!    

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 6  

11/4    School-wide assemblies 
11/7    Community Council Meeting: 5:30 
11/8    Election Day 
11/8    Soccer Try-outs begin 
11/9    Leadership Council 
11/11  Veteran’s Day--  NO SCHOOL 
11/14  Boys Basketball Try-outs begin 
11/17  Charter Board Meeting, 6:00 
11/21-25  Thanksgiving Break  
11/28  Students Return to School 
11/30  Leadership Council 
12/9    ASB Dance 
 

By the Numbers: 

62 
Number of Students with 
perfect attendance through the 
First Quarter of 2016-17! 

Important Reminder 

Parents are required, by state 
law, to report their student’s 
absence from school.  If your 
child is going to be absent, 

November Highlights 

Save the Date! 

VETERAN’S DAY 
Federal Holiday 
NO SCHOOL 

Friday, November 11 
  

THANKSGIVING 
WEEK 

NO SCHOOL 
November 21 - 25 

Reporting an Absence 

Staff reports to Bayfront at 7:00 
am—one hour before the start of 
school.  Please be aware that there 
is no supervision prior to 7:00am! 
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SHARK BYTES…   
MORE ABOUT STUDENT ATTENDANCE…  
   

We intend to shine a bright light on our 
student attendance problem at Bayfront.  
While it may be a state-wide challenge, we are 
obligated to implement strategies to address 
trends that we detect in our school: 
 

• Bayfront will honor and celebrate our 
students with perfect attendance. 
• We will be sponsoring 1st Period classroom 
competitions to underscore the importance of 
reporting to school on time; 
• We will continue to hold students 
accountable for reporting to ALL of their 
classes on time during the course of each 
school day; 
• Students will be expected to make up lost 
instructional time through community service 
projects and, eventually, Saturday School; 
• Student truancies will be reported, as per state 
law, to the Superintendent and California 
Department of Education. 

Our Fabulous Bayfront Gear  
Popping Up Around the World! 

The Holidays are 
approaching!  Our ASB 
store will be carrying a 
whole new line of 
Bayfront gear!  Be on 
the look out for the new 
display racks! 
 

If you or anyone you know is traveling, 
make sure they take a Bayfront 
Charter High School t-shirt, hoodie or 
beanie with them.  We want pictures 
from the Great Wall, Burning Man, 
the Roman Coliseum, the Australian 
Outback or anywhere else in the world! 

IN OTHER NEWS: 
 
• Over 80 students were celebrated for 
Academic Excellence last month in a school-
wide assembly to celebrate our Honor Students;   
• Our 11th graders took the PSAT in anticipation 
of the real SAT coming up this Spring; 
• The building improvements are progressing 
nicely: the student common area, the restrooms, 
the black box theater, student café-- all are 
taking shape by the day.   
• On October 15, our dance class performed 
with a dozen other high school dance teams at 
Helix High School’s Dancelab! 
•  Mark your calendars for The Car Plays!  On 
November 16 & 17, Bayfront's Theatre classes 
will present their original plays in cars. Each 
night features 12-14 new plays written and 
performed by our 9th grade artists.  Please join 
us in the BCHS sport court area from 6 to 8pm. 
Admission is free!  All are welcome! 
 


